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The data available as of October of this year reflects that in calendar year 2013, there were 902 

confirmed fatal opioid-related overdose deaths of Massachusetts residents.  Of these, 863 were 

unintentional opioid-related1 deaths.  Currently there are 548 additional deaths that are 

pending as a final cause of death has yet to be assigned.  Given this, the number of opioid-

related fatal overdoses from all causes for 2013 is expected to rise.  To date, the number of 

confirmed fatal overdoses from all intents represents a 26.9% increase over 2012 deaths 

(n=711) and unintentional deaths rose by 29.2% over 2012 (n=668).   

 

 

Note: Since the 2013 data are not complete yet, the total number of opioid overdose deaths is expected to increase.  

                                                      
1
 Unintentional includes unintentional and undetermined intents to account for a change in death coding that occurred in 2005. 

Opioids include heroin, opioid-based prescription painkillers, and other unspecified opioids. This report tracks opioid-related 
overdoses due to difficulties in identifying heroin separately. Many deaths related to heroin cannot be specifically coded as 
such due to the fast metabolism of heroin into morphine and the possible interaction of multiple drugs. To avoid 
underrepresenting the magnitude of the problem, all unintentional and undetermined opioid-related deaths are tracked.  
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